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Order of Service for the

Commissioning of Church School

Headteachers

This service is designed to be used as a basis for churches who want to formally welcome and commission their Church School Headteacher.   Generally this will form part of a normal Sunday service in the local parish church.   The Leader would normally be the Incumbent, and the whole school community including parents and pupils should be encouraged to attend.



	
	

	Leader (to everyone):
	We are now going to welcome ………………. as the 

new Headteacher of ……………… … school. 

	
	

	
	

	Leader (to Headteacher):
	………………., you have been appointed as the 

Headteacher of our Church School, and you will be

 aware of the responsibilities involved. 

Education is part of the church’s mission in sharing the Good News of the Gospel with education.   It recognises all human experience presents opportunities for developing and deepening our love and knowledge of God and others. 

As Headteacher you are responsible for ensuring that the school remains and grows rooted in Christian values, principles and beliefs.   Worship and Religious Education should be central to the whole life and work of the school, and the Christian faith should influence the whole school curriculum and ethos. 

As Headteacher you have a special responsibility to ensure that everyone in your school is valued, recognised as being created in the image of God, and uniquely gifted. 

Do you commit yourself to this work?

	
	

	Headteacher:

	With the help of God, I commit myself to this work.

	
	

	
	

	Leader (to parents):
	Parents, as your child’s prime educators you are 

partners with the school in their education.   Do you

 commit yourselves to working with the Headteacher,

 staff and Governors of ……………….. School by

 supporting them in their work as they seek to provide

 the best for your children in this Christian context?

	
	

	Parents:
	With the help of God, we commit ourselves to this 

partnership.

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Leader (to children):
	Children, your parents, teachers and the school 

Governors work together for your good.   Will you 

promise to do your best and help them all, and 

especially your new Headteacher?

	
	

	Children:
	With the help of God, we promise to help them.

	
	

	
	

	Leader (to Governors):
	Governors, you have appointed ………………. to be 

the new Headteacher of our school.   Are you

committed to offer him/her your full support as the

school continues to provide a quality education in

the context of the Christian faith?

	
	

	Governors:
	With the help of God, we will offer our support.

	
	

	
	

	Leader (to staff):
	Staff, you are expected to work with your new 

Headteacher in the education and nurture of your

pupils.   Will you support him/her and work together?

	
	

	Staff:
	With the help of God, we will work as a united team.

	
	

	
	

	Leader (to everyone):
	As a member of the family of the church here, we 

have a shared responsibility for ………… and all at 

……….. school.   The school aims to educate the

children of this community in the context of the

Christian faith.   Will you support the Headteacher,

staff, Governors and pupils with your prayers and

active encouragement?

	
	

	Everyone:
	With the help of God, we will offer all we can.

	
	

	
	

	Leader (to Headteacher):
	You are entrusted with the leadership and 

management of our school and the nurture of its

pupils.   This is a solemn trust, and we pray that God

will strengthen you through his Spirit to faithfully carry

out this task.

	
	

	
	

	Churchwardens (to Headteacher):
	On behalf of the local congregation we welcome 

you and present you with the keys of …………….. as a

symbol of your Headship.   May God bless you in all

you do for our community. 

	
	

	
	

	Prayers
	

	
	

	
	

	Leader:
	Lord, please give to ………….. your special gifts of 

love, joy, wisdom, grace and understanding, that 

he/she may serve your children willingly and to the 

honour of your name.

	
	

	All:
	Pour out your Spirit, we pray. 

	
	

	Leader:
	Lord, please give to us all your strength, that working

together we may serve you in our community, and

see your Kingdom grow.

	
	

	All:
	Pour out your spirit, we pray.

	
	

	All:
	There are many gifts, 

But the same Spirit.

There are many ways to serve,

But the same Lord.

There are many ways of working,

But the same God at work in all.

There is one body, one Spirit, one hope,

One Lord, one faith, one Baptism.

There is one God, Father of all and in all,

And one Son who went to be with the Father.

There is one Spirit which gives gifts:

Some to serve in one way, others in another.

So that all can work together

To build up his body,

And to grow in the full life of Christ.

	
	

	
	

	Leader (Blessing):
	Almighty God, who has given to us his people many 

gifts and ministries, strengthen us all as we continue in

his service, and the Blessing of God, Father, Son and

Holy Spirit, be with us and work through us evermore.

Amen
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