Diocese of Southwell
Confirmation Service with Holy Communion
Eucharistic Prayer E

	Putting together your own local service: Commentary
	Text of the service

	Welcome and notices, if required, can be given by the parish priest or host minister before the service begins. 

This minister could then announce the opening hymn.
	Preparation


At the entry of the ministers a hymn is sung.



	During Eastertide the following is inserted after the first response:

           Alleluia. Christ is risen.

He is risen indeed. Alleluia.


	The Greeting

The bishop greets the people with the following

Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

All 
Blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen.

There is one body and one spirit.

All 
There is one hope to which we were called;

one Lord, one faith, one baptism,

All 
one God and Father of all.

Peace be with you

All 
and also with you.


The bishop introduces the service.




	The Gloria in Excelsis is optional, and is probably best omitted unless the whole congregation is able to join in. In any case, it is not usually used in Advent and Lent. 

If you do not wish to use it, please delete it from the text.
	Gloria in Excelsis

All 
Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.


Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.


Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
 you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.


For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen.



	The collect of the day is normally used on Sundays and principal festivals. On other occasions, this prayer may be used, or one of the seasonal collects from Common Worship: Initiation Services pages 73-83. 

If you do not use this collect, don't forget to delete from your order of service and replace it with the one you have chosen!
	The Collect

The bishop introduces a period of silent prayer.

Heavenly Father,

by the power of your Holy Spirit

you give to your faithful people new life in the water of baptism.

Guide and strengthen us by the same Spirit,

that we who are born again may serve you in faith and love,

and grow into the full stature of your Son, Jesus Christ,

who is alive and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit

now and for ever.

All
Amen.



	The readings of the day are normally used at main Sunday services and Principal Feasts. For other occasions, a table of readings is provided in a separate document. Please also see Note B3 in 'Planning a Confirmation Service'.

Please adjust the heading here, if necessary (if you are having only an Old Testament reading, for example). And if there are two readings before the Gospel, please adjust the rubric before the response to: ‘At the end of each reading the reader says’
	The Liturgy of the Word

Old/New Testament Reading(s)
At the end the reader says


This is the word of the Lord.

All 
Thanks be to God.


A hymn is sung.



	When you know what your gospel reading is, then you can replace the 'N' with the name of the gospel-writer.

If the bishop has some distance to walk to and from the pulpit, please brief your musicians to play some incidental music.
	Gospel Reading


When the Gospel is announced the reader says


Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to N.

All 
Glory to you, O Lord.


At the end


This is the Gospel of the Lord.

All 
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon



	The presentation of the candidates to the congregation is optional – if you are not having this in the service, then simply delete the rubric referring to it. (The questions which follow the rubric are not optional.)

If the candidates are to be presented, however, it may be appropriate for them to be introduced to the congregation by their  godparents or sponsors.
	Liturgy of Initiation

Presentation of the Candidates

The candidates for confirmation are presented to the congregation. 

The bishop asks the candidates 

Have you been baptized in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit?

I have.

Are you ready with your own mouth and from your own heart to affirm your faith in Jesus Christ?

I am.



	The testimony is optional. If you are not including testimony in the service, please delete the rubric.

If you are including testimony, please see Note B9 in the diocesan document 'Planning a Confirmation Service'.
	Testimony by the candidates follows.

The bishop addresses the whole congregation

People of God, will you welcome these candidates and uphold them in their life in Christ?

All 
With the help of God, we will.



	The 'large' candle should be your paschal candle, if you have one. Otherwise, any large candle would be suitable. If possible, it is most effective for the candle to be positioned near to the candidates and clearly visible. However, lighting a candle is optional – simply delete the rubric if you are not doing this.
	The Decision

A large candle is lit. The bishop addresses the candidates



	Where there are 'strong pastoral reasons' these questions at the Decision may be replaced by the following:

      Do you turn to Christ?


I turn to Christ.


Do you repent of your sins?


I repent of my sins.


Do you renounce evil?


I renounce evil.

See also Note B11 in the diocesan document 'Planning a Confirmation Service'.
	In baptism, God calls us out of darkness into his marvellous light.

To follow Christ means dying to sin and rising to new life with him. 

Therefore I ask:

Do you reject the devil and all rebellion against God?

I reject them.

Do you renounce the deceit and corruption of evil?

I renounce them.

Do you repent of the sins that separate us from God and neighbour?

I repent of them.

Do you turn to Christ as Saviour?

I turn to Christ.

Do you submit to Christ as Lord?

I submit to Christ.

Do you come to Christ, the way, the truth and the life?

I come to Christ.

The bishop says

May God who has given you the desire to follow Christ

give you strength to continue in the Way.

All 
Amen.



	Movement to the font is not compulsory, but is strongly recommended to make the essential connection between confirmation and baptism. If there is to be no movement, please delete the rubric from the text.

If appropriate and practical, the candle may be carried at the front of the procession to the font. A short hymn may be sung on the way to the font, or half of a longer hymn (to be finished on the return from the font, later). Add the hymn to the rubric.

Where there are 'strong pastoral reasons', the following form may be used:

Let us affirm,

together with these who are being baptized,

our common faith in Jesus Christ.

Do you believe and trust in God the Father,

source of all being and life,

the one for whom we exist?

All 
I believe and trust in him.

Do you believe and trust in God the Son,

who took our human nature,

died for us and rose again?

All 
I believe and trust in him.

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit,

who gives life to the people of God

and makes Christ known in the world?

All 
I believe and trust in him.

This is the faith of the Church.

All 
This is our faith.

We believe and trust in one God,

Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

	Profession of Faith

The ministers and candidates gather at the baptismal font. 

The bishop addresses the congregation

Brothers and sisters, I ask you to profess

together with these candidates

the faith of the Church.

Do you believe and trust in God the Father?

All 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe and trust in his Son Jesus Christ?

All 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe and trust in the Holy Spirit?

All 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting.  
Amen.



	Alternatively, the bishop may sprinkle the candidates with water from the font. Please see Note B6 in 'Planning a Confirmation Service'. This action is optional and, naturally, will not be possible if the candidates are not standing by the font at this point.
	The candidates come forward to the font and sign themselves with water.



	A short hymn or song may be sung as the bishop and candidates move, or a hymn may be finished from earlier (see note re movement to the font, above). Add the hymn to the rubric.

If there is to be no movement, please delete this rubric.
	The bishop says

Almighty God,

we thank you for our fellowship in the household of faith

with all who have been baptized into your name.

Keep us faithful to our baptism,

and so make us ready for that day

when the whole creation shall be made perfect in your Son,

our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

All 
Amen.

The bishop and the candidates gather at the place of confirmation. 




	Please see Note B15 in 'Planning a Confirmation Service' for instructions regarding the confirmation.
	Confirmation

The bishop stands before those who are to be confirmed, and says

Our help is in the name of the Lord

All
who has made heaven and earth.

Blessed be the name of the Lord

All
now and for ever.  Amen.

The bishop extends his hands towards those to be confirmed and says

Almighty and ever-living God,

you have given these your servants new birth

in baptism by water and the Spirit,

and have forgiven them all their sins.

Let your Holy Spirit rest upon them:

the Spirit of wisdom and understanding;

the Spirit of counsel and inward strength;

the Spirit of knowledge and true godliness;

and let their delight be in the fear of the Lord. 

Amen.



	See Note B7 in 'Planning a Confirmation Service' for instructions regarding anointing. This symbolic action is optional; if anointing is not taking place, please alter the rubric to read: 'The bishop addresses each candidate by name’ (the words following remain).

If there is to be anointing, please have a purificator ready for the bishop afterwards.
	The bishop anoints each candidate with oil, saying 
N, God has called you by name and made you his own.

He then lays his hand on the head of each, saying

Confirm, O Lord, your servant with your Holy Spirit.

Amen.

The bishop invites the congregation to pray for all those on whom hands have been laid

All 
Defend, O Lord, these your servants with your heavenly grace,

that they may continue yours for ever,

and daily increase in your Holy Spirit more and more

until they come to your everlasting kingdom.  Amen.



	The commission is optional; this whole section may be omitted – just delete it from the text. If it is used, it can be addressed either to the candidates alone, or to the whole congregation. Please adjust the rubric appropriately. 


	Commission

The bishop addresses the newly confirmed

Those who are baptized are called to worship and serve God. 

Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship,

in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers?

With the help of God, I will.

Will you persevere in resisting evil,

and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord?

With the help of God, I will.

Will you proclaim by word and example

the good news of God in Christ?

With the help of God, I will.

Will you seek and serve Christ in all people,

loving your neighbour as yourself?

With the help of God, I will.

Will you acknowledge Christ’s authority over human society,

by prayer for the world and its leaders,

by defending the weak, and by seeking peace and justice?

With the help of God, I will.

May Christ dwell in your hearts through faith,

that you may be rooted and grounded in love

and bring forth the fruit of the Spirit. 

All 
Amen.



	Traditionally, the prayers have been the first contribution of the newly-initiated Christian to the Church's worship so, if appropriate, it is recommended that some of the candidates are involved in leading the intercessions (see Note B12 in 'Planning a Confirmation Service').

The form of intercession here is not compulsory. There are alternative forms in Common Worship: Initiation Services pages 73-83 and page 89. Or the leaders might wish to say their own prayers. 

If you do use a set form, and space is limited in your order of service, the biddings can be deleted and the response indicated as follows:

          After each section

          Your name be hallowed.

   All    Your kingdom come.
Please adapt the text as appropriate.


	Prayers of Intercession

As a royal priesthood, let us pray to the Father

through Christ who ever lives to intercede for us.

Reveal your kingdom among the nations;

may peace abound and justice flourish.

Especially for ...

Your name be hallowed.

All 
Your kingdom come.

Send down upon us the gift of the Spirit

and renew your Church with power from on high.

Especially for ...

Your name be hallowed.

All 
Your kingdom come.

Deliver the oppressed, strengthen the weak,

heal and restore your creation.

Especially for ...

Your name be hallowed.

All 
Your kingdom come.

Rejoicing in the fellowship of the Church on earth,

we join our prayers with all the saints in glory.

Your name be hallowed.

All 
Your kingdom come.



	Any suitable introduction may be used and, in addition, there are seasonal introductions to The Peace in Common Worship: Initiation Services on pages 73-83 Any of these can replace the words here.


	The Peace

The bishop introduces the Peace

God has made us one in Christ.

He has set his seal upon us

and, as a pledge of what is to come,

has given the Spirit to dwell in our hearts.

The peace of the Lord be always with you

All 
and also with you.

	This little section is optional. Please delete it if you are not actually going to share The Peace with each other.

Please replace 'A minister' with 'The bishop', if appropriate.
	A minister says

Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

All exchange a sign of peace.



	There are alternative prayers at the preparation of the table in the main volume of Common Worship pages 291-293. 
	The Liturgy of the Eucharist
Preparation of the Table


A hymn is sung. The gifts of the people are gathered and presented.


The table is prepared and bread and wine are placed upon it.


Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power,

the glory, the splendour, and the majesty;
for everything in heaven and on earth is yours.

All 
All things come from you,
and of your own do we give you.


The bishop takes the bread and wine.



	
	The Eucharistic Prayer 

The Lord be with you

All 
and also with you.


Lift up your hearts.

All 
We lift them to the Lord.



Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

All 
It is right to give thanks and praise.


Father, you made the world and love your creation.

You gave your Son Jesus Christ to be our Saviour.

His dying and rising have set us free from sin and death.

And so we gladly thank you,

with saints and angels praising you, and saying:

All 
Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.



We praise and bless you, loving Father,

through Jesus Christ, our Lord;

and as we obey his command,

send your Holy Spirit,

that broken bread and wine outpoured

may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son.



On the night before he died he had supper with his friends

and, taking bread, he praised you.

He broke the bread, gave it to them and said:

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;

do this in remembrance of me.



When supper was ended he took the cup of wine.

Again he praised you, gave it to them and said:

Drink this, all of you;

this is my blood of the new covenant,

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.




So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did,

in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice


made once for all upon the cross.



Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation,

we proclaim his death and resurrection

until he comes in glory.

Praise to you, Lord Jesus:

All 
Dying you destroyed our death,

       rising you restored our life:

       Lord Jesus, come in glory.


Lord of all life,

help us to work together for that day

when your kingdom comes

and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth.



Look with favour on your people,

gather us in your loving arms

and bring us with [N and] all the saints

to feast at your table in heaven.



Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father,

for ever and ever.

All
Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer


As our Saviour taught us, so we pray

All 
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours
now and for ever.  
Amen.



	There are some alternative words for the breaking of the bread and for the Agnus Dei on page 179 of the main volume of Common Worship.

However, the Agnus Dei is optional and may be deleted.
	Breaking of the Bread


The president breaks the consecrated bread.


We break this bread 


to share in the body of Christ.

All 
Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.

All 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.


Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.


Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
grant us peace.



	There are alternative invitations to communion on page180 of the Common Worship main volume. 

There is an alternative prayer of humble access on page 181 of the Common Worship main volume. However, this prayer is optional and may be deleted. 
	Giving of Communion


The president says the invitation to communion



Draw near with faith.
Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ
which he gave for you,
and his blood which he shed for you.
Eat and drink 
in remembrance that he died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts
by faith with thanksgiving.

All 
We do not presume 
to come to this your table, merciful Lord,
trusting in our own righteousness,
but in your manifold and great mercies.
We are not worthy
so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table.
But you are the same Lord
whose nature is always to have mercy.
Grant us therefore, gracious Lord,
so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ
and to drink his blood,
that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body
and our souls washed through his most precious blood,
and that we may evermore dwell in him and he in us. 
Amen.


The president and people receive communion.



	As with the Collect, the post-communion prayer of the day is normally used on Sundays and principal festivals. On other occasions, this prayer may be used, or one of the seasonal collects from Common Worship: Initiation Services pages 73-83. 

If you do not use this collect, don't forget to delete from your order of service and replace it with the one you are using.
	Prayer after Communion

Silence is kept.

God of mercy,
by whose grace alone we are accepted

and equipped for your service:

stir up in us the gifts of your Holy Spirit

and make us worthy of your calling;

that we may bring forth the fruit of the Spirit

in love and joy and peace;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.



	Alternative seasonal blessings can be found in Common Worship: Initiation Services pages 73-83.
	The Sending Out

A hymn is sung.

The Blessing

The bishop says

The God of all grace,

who called you to his eternal glory in Christ Jesus, 

establish, strengthen and settle you in the faith; 

and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be upon you and remain with you always.

All 
Amen. 



	Giving a lighted candle to each of the newly confirmed is optional, and this whole section may be deleted.

If candles are given, they may be lit from the large (or paschal) candle lit at the decision.

The bishop or another person/people may give the candles out.
	Giving of a Lighted Candle

The bishop or another person gives all candidates a lighted candle. When all have received a candle, the bishop says

God has delivered us from the dominion of darkness

and has given us a place with the saints in light.

You have received the light of Christ;

walk in this light all the days of your life.

All 
Shine as a light in the world

to the glory of God the Father. 



	During Eastertide, 'Alleluia, Alleluia' may be added after both the versicle and response.

If candles have been given out, they remain burning as the newly confirmed process out with the bishop. This mode of exit is optional, however, and the rubric may be deleted.
	The Dismissal

Go in the light and peace of Christ.

All 
Thanks be to God. 

The bishop leads the newly confirmed through the church.



	Copyright acknowledgements for hymns and songs printed in the Order of Service should be added here.

If you use an alternative form of intercession or if you do not use the Commission, or the standard post-communion prayer, this list here will need to be amended.
	Copyright acknowledgment:

Some material included in this service is copyright: © 1985 Anglican Church of Canada: The Book of Alternative Services; some material included in this service is copyright: © The Archbishops' Council 2000; Prayers of Intercession (general): © The European Province of the Society of St Francis.
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